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Area of interest:

Pointed gourd is one of the most important vegetable for its high protein and vitamin A in
Bangladesh. It possesses medicinal properties that can lower blood sugar and serum
triglycerides. Pointed gourd is morphologically well-established dioecism, perennial nature
and vegetative means of propagation. Pollen grains are sticky and not suitable for wind
pollination. Male flower has long floral tubes and take 16-19 days for reach anthesis due to
this open pollination and fruit set is low but fruit set can be increased by hand pollination. In
this situation monoecious mutant variety is important. On the other hand spine gourd is a
commercial important vegetable in Bangladesh. Currently it is exported and immensely used
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locally. Some people likes spine gourd due to its nice taste, distinct flavor and highly
nutritious. But most of the people don’t like due to its densely seed in fruit. The cultivation is
not so easy because it is strong dioeciously plant. At least 1 male plant must need for 10
female plants for sufficient fruit setting. Beside this fruit fly has affection to its fruit as a
result yield is severely damaged. In this aspect a semi seedless and fruit fly tolerant variety is
necessary.
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